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1. Key updates 

NEW Museums In Quarantine: 22/04 
● Museums In Quarantine is a week-long celebration of museums and galleries.  
● The BBC is offering extraordinary access to exhibitions and objects that are for the time 

being beyond reach. Over the course of the week, four programmes will run nightly on BBC 
Four that take us behind the closed doors of big national institutions. 

● The films, running from Monday onwards, provide the build-up to MuseumFromHome: a 
whole day of broadcast and social media activity on Thursday 30 April delivered in 
partnership with Art Fund, National Museum Directors’ Council, the Museums Association 
and #MuseumFromHome. 

● A MuseumFromHome live page will host content from museums and galleries across the 
UK with things to watch and do at home. This will include further commissions with BBC 
Arts: the Art Deco show at The Sainsbury Centre in Norwich, and a blockbuster exhibition 
on The Clash (marking the 40th anniversary of London Calling) at the Museum of London.  

● The BBC will join with Museum of the Home to ask audiences to share their experiences of 
home life in lockdown as part of a new national collecting project called Stay Home. 

 

NEW Government launches new coronavirus business support finder tool: 20/04 
Find coronavirus financial support for your business 

● The ‘support finder’ tool will help businesses and self-employed people to quickly and 
easily determine what financial support is available to them. 

NEW Arts Council England Financial support for NPOs and lead CPP organisations 
Arts Council England CEO Blog: Supporting the NPO and CPP consortia: 20/04  

● Emergency grants to National Portfolio Organisations and Creative People and Places lead 
organisations who are most in need to help them survive until the end of September 2020.  

● The fund will open for applications at 12pm (midday) on Tuesday 12 May 2020. 
● The deadline for applications will be 12pm (midday) on Tuesday 19 May 2020. 

NEW Historic England Covid-19 Emergency Response Fund: 24/04 
● Applicants are invited to apply for grants of up to £25,000 to address financial difficulties.  
● Grants of up to £50,000 available for projects and activities that reduce risks to heritage by 

providing information, resources and skills. 
● The deadline for applications is midnight on Sunday 3 May 2020 and the funding for  

successful applications will be awarded from mid-May. 
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NEW a-n Bursaries: Time Space Money – open for applications: 21/04 
● a-n The Artists Information Company is offering bursaries of £500 - £1,500 to help support 

those whose livelihoods have been impacted by Coronavirus Covid-19.  
● The application process for the next round of a-n Bursaries has been brought forward. 
● As part of the programme working with Arts Council England to distribute £300,000.  
● Deadline for applications: 12 noon, Thursday 7 May 2020. 

 

2. Business support 

Business support homepage  
● Find coronavirus financial support for your business self-checker 
● Chancellor strengthens support on offer for business: 03/04  
● Business support website 
● Coronavirus financial support: updated 20/04 

 

Support schemes for businesses 
● Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 

Supports SMEs to access loans of up to £5 million in value, first 12 months interest free. 
 

● Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CLBILS) 
Supports large businesses with an annual turnover of over £45 million to access loans of 
up to £25 million. 
 

● Covid Corporate Finance Facility: 20/03 
Support for liquidity amongst large firms. 

 
● Claim back Statutory Sick Pay paid to employees due to coronavirus: 24/04 

The scheme will repay employers the current rate of SSP that they pay to current or former 
employees for periods of sickness starting on or after 13 March 2020. 
 

● Processing ticket refunds for cancelled charity events: 16/04  
Find out about changes to help charities process refunds, collect donations and claim Gift 
Aid for events cancelled due to coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 

● Billion pound support package for innovative firms hit by coronavirus: 20/04 
UK businesses driving innovation and development will be helped through the coronavirus 
outbreak with a £1.25 billion government support package. 

 

Guidance on Small Business Grants Fund and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund 
● Guidance on business support grant funding: updated 24/04 
● Business rates: expanded retail discount: updated 02/04 

 

Coronavirus: HMRC business support videos 
● HMRC are delivering a programme of webinars on the HMRC YouTube channel on the 

measures to support employers, people and self-employed individuals.  
● You can also register to attend a free webinar to learn more about the support available to 

 help you deal with the economic impacts of coronavirus by registering here. 
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Further support and guidance 
Finance and procurement 

● Filing charity annual returns during the coronavirus pandemic: 16/03 
● Companies to receive 3-month extension period to file accounts during COVID-19: 25/03 
● Insolvency law amended to help companies keep trading while exploring options for 

rescue: 28/03 
● Companies House support for businesses hit by COVID-19: 16/04 
● Tax helpline to help businesses affected by coronavirus: 26/03 - 0800 024 1222 
● Procurement policy note 02/20: Supplier relief due to Covid-19: updated 17/04 
● Financial Conduct Authority: Letter to insurance companies on ensuring SMEs: 15/04 

 
Construction 

● Letter from BEIS Secretary of State on construction: 31/03 
● Construction Leadership Council: site operating procedures 02/04 
● Procurement policy note 02/20: Guidance notes for construction contracts: 06/04 

 
Other 

● Rules on carrying over annual leave to be relaxed: 27/03 
● £1.3 million fund to support Destination Management Organisations: 07/04 

 

Support across the UK 
● Information for individuals and businesses in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales 

 

National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) guidance on secure home working  
● NCSC issues guidance  
● Home working: preparing your organisation and staff  
● Suspicious email guidance  
● Training for staff 
● Top tips for staff - free online training package  

 

3. Employee support 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
● Guidance for employers: updated 23/04 
● Guidance for employees: updated 23/04  
● Step by step guide for employers: 17/04 
● Guide for employers on calculating claim: updated 23/04  
● Chancellor extends furlough scheme to end of June: 17/04 
● Legal framework for the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme: 15/04 

 
HMRC will reimburse 80% of furloughed workers' wage costs up to £2,500 per month.  
Employers need to: 

● Designate affected employees as ‘furloughed workers,’ and notify employees  
● Submit information to HMRC about the employees that have been furloughed. 
● Government to cover employer NI and pension contributions of furloughed workers 
● Those furloughed can volunteer for the NHS without risking their pay 
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Online claim service launched 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme online claim service: 20/04 
The online claim service has been launched. To make a claim you must have: 

● created and started a PAYE payroll scheme on or before 19 March 2020 
● enrolled for PAYE online 
● a UK bank account 

 

Self-employment Income Support Scheme: 26/03 
Claim a grant through the Self-employment Income Support Scheme: updated 21/04 
How HMRC works out total income and trading profits for the Scheme: 14/04 

● Those eligible will receive a cash grant worth 80% of their average monthly trading profit 
over the last three years, up to £2,500 per month.  

● The scheme will be open to those with a trading profit of less than £50,000 in 2018-19 or 
an average trading profit of less than £50,000 from 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

● Grants will be paid in a single lump sum instalment covering all 3 months, and will start to 
be paid at the beginning of June. 

 

4. Health guidance 

Coronavirus: collected guidance: updated 23/04 
Latest government guidance for health professionals and other organisations. 

● Staying at home and away from others: 29/03 
● Stay at home: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection: updated 21/04  
● Social distancing for everyone: updated 30/03 
● Social distancing in the workplace: sector guidance: updated 24/04 

 
Continuation of Social Distancing Measures: 16/04 
The current social distancing measures will remain in place for at least the next 3 weeks until 7 
May. The advice from SAGE is that relaxing any of the measures currently in place would risk 
damage to both public health and our economy.  
 

5. Sector support and funding 

National Lottery Heritage Fund announcement: 01/04  
NLHF Heritage Emergency Fund grants details 

● Applications opened Wednesday 15 April and close 30 June 2020. 
● The £50m fund will provide grants of £3,000 to £50,000. It is available to heritage  

organisations. Priority will be given where: 
○ there is limited or no access to other sources of support 
○ where heritage is most at risk 
○ where an organisation is at risk of severe financial crisis due to COVID-19 

● To apply for the Heritage Emergency Fund, you must be: 
○ a not-for-profit organisation 
○ a current or previous recipient of a grant directly from them 
○ an owner, manager or representative of heritage, or be able to show you have 

delivered participatory heritage activity 
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England 
Arts Council England Covid-19 support: updated 16/04  

● Financial support for National Portfolio Organisations 
● Financial support for organisations outside of the National Portfolio 
● Financial support for artists, creative practitioners and freelancers 
● ACE are making £160 million of emergency funding available: 

○ £90m funding for National Portfolio Organisations 
○ £50m for organisations outside of the national portfolio 
○ £20m for individuals 

 
For non-NPO and for freelancers funds 

● Round two opens for applications on 16 April.  Applicants need to register on Grantium by 
27 April to make an application before the deadline of 30 April. 
 

Wales 
Welsh government £18m support package for culture, creative and sport sector: 01/04 

● £7m Arts Resilience Fund led by the Arts Council of Wales to support artists and arts 
organisations most in need. 

● £1m Cultural Resilience Fund for museums, collections, conservation services, archives 
and community and public libraries. 

● £750k Emergency Relief Fund to support the smallest and most vulnerable independent 
sector sport, museum and heritage organisations. 

 
Welsh Museums Federation Covid-19 Resilience Grants 
£325,000 in funding for a Resilience grant scheme for Welsh museums and heritage attractions. 
 

Scotland 
Creative Scotland has launched a variety of funds for the Cultural and Creative Sector:  

● Creative Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund: This £4 million fund will offer one-off bursary 
payments of £500 to £2,500 to help support freelance creative professionals. 

● Open Funding: Sustaining Creative Development: The £7.5m fund will support creative 
practitioners to develop work for up to 12 months with a maximum award of £50,000. 

 
Museums Galleries Scotland Urgent Response Fund announcement: 05/04  
Museum Galleries Scotland funding overview: 06/04 
£700,000 fund of which: 

● £400,000 for accredited, independent museums who care for Recognised Collections  
● £300,000 will support non-Recognised Collections 
● £55,000 Digital Resilience Fund 

 
● Urgent Response COVID-19 Fund  

For independent Accredited museums up to £60,000 to cover up to 3 months of core costs. 
● Digital Resilience COVID-19 Fund 

Museums can apply for up to £3000 to support digital working during closures. 
 
Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF): 24/04  
This is a £20m emergency fund from the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations for charities, 
community groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations working in Scotland.  
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Northern Ireland 
● Arts Council of Northern Ireland launched a £1m Emergency Creative Support Fund: 22/04 

 

Other funding sources 
● Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund is still open to applicants 
● Art Fund: 17/03  
● Paul Hamlyn Foundation Contingency Fund: 06/04 

 

6. Sector information 

● Arts Council England: coronavirus guidance: updated 16/04 
● Northern Ireland Museums Council information: 20/03 
● Museums Galleries Scotland information: 25/03 
● National Lottery Heritage Fund information: updated 15/04 

 

● Joint statement: National Museum Directors’ Council, Association of Independent 
Museums, Museums Association, Heritage Alliance and National Trust 21/03 

● National Museum Directors’ Council statement 17/03 
● Association of Independent Museums guidance 
● Museums Association: collected resource page 
● Museums Association Statement 17/03 

 

Culture in quarantine virtual festival from the BBC: 26/03 
● Includes museums in quarantine   

 

Museums supporting the NHS and the Ambulance service 
● NMDC tweet asking for PPE to donate to the NHS 
● The National Archives tweet - urgent PPE appeal 
● Support for London Ambulance Service from V&A, SMG and BM 

7. Key information sources 

Check regularly for updates 
● Coronavirus (COVID-19): UK government response 

Sign up for email alerts 
● COVID-19: guidance for employers and businesses: updated 07/04 
● Public Health England 
● NHS guidance 
● FCO Travel advice  
● Government Action Plan 

Follow on Twitter 
● Public Health England 
● Department of Health 
● NHS England 
● UK Prime Minister 
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